LETTER TO DIRECTOR OF PRISONS                               397

There is, therefore, nothing new in the claim brought forward
by the British Indian community in insisting on the retention of the
right of entry on the part of educated Asiatics under the Immigrants5
Restriction Act. It is General Smuts who demands from British Indians
their consent to an abrogation of that right, which Indians are in honour
bound to resist*

/ am, etc.,

M. K* GANDHI
Indian Opinion, 1-8-1908

236.   LETTER TO DIRECTOR OF PRISONS1
[JOHANNESBURG,]
July 24, 1903
[THE DIRECTOR OF PRISONS
PRETORIA
SIR,]
Eight British Indian prisoners, who were imprisoned for hawking
without licences, were discharged today, and they have reported to
my Association that, at the Johannesburg Gaol, for the morning meal,
they were offered mealie pap, which they did not take at all, never
having been accustomed to it. Consequently, they had to be satisfied
with only rice at noon, and beans, if beans were available, for supper-
These men were hard labour prisoners.
My Association begs to draw your attention to the fact that British
Indians, as a body, are not used to mealie pap at all, and it is most
difficult for them all of a sudden to take to that diet. In view of many
more Indians suffering imprisonment in connection with the Asiatic
struggle, I think it is but right for my Association to ask you to change
the diet scale for British Indians. My Association does not ask for any
favours, but simply for a substitute which will be in keeping with the
habits of British Indians. As the matter is rather urgent, my Association
will be obliged if you wiU be good enough to give it immediate attention.
[Essop MIA
CHAIRMAN,
BRITISH INDIAN ASSOCIATION]
Indian Opinwn, 1-8-1908
Also Colonial Office Records: 291/132
1 This was presumably drafted by GandhijL